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THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

Causes of
ike long
retention of
the (krone
by Austria.

Placed on the eastern verge of Germany, the Hapsburgs
lad added to their ancient lands in Austria proper, Styria
and Tyrol, non-German territories far more extensive, and
lad thus become the chiefs of a separate and independent
state. They endeavoured to reconcile its interests with
the interests of the Empire, so long as it seemed possible
to recover part of the old imperial prerogative. But when
such hopes were dashed by the defeats of the Thirty
Years' War, they hesitated no longer between an elective
crown and the rule of their hereditary states, and com-
ported themselves thenceforth in European politics not as
the representatives of Germany, but as heads of the great
Austrian monarchy. There would have been nothing
culpable in this had they not at the same time continued
to entangle Germany in wars with which she had no
concern: to waste her strength in tedious combats with
the Turks, or plunge her into a new struggle with France,
not to defend her frontiers or recover the lands she had
lost, but that some scion of the house of Hapsburg might
reign in Spain or Italy. Watching the whole course of
their foreign policy, marking how in A.D. 1736 they had
bartered away Lorraine for Tuscany, a German for a non-
German territory, and seeing how at home they opposed
every scheme of reform which could in the least degree
trench upon their own prerogative, how they strove to
obstruct the imperial chamber lest it should interfere with
their own Aulic council, men were driven to separate the
body of the Empire from the imperial office and its pos-
sessors1, and when plans for reinvigorating the one
failed, to leave the others to their fate. Still the old line
clung to the crown with that Hapsburg gripe which has.

J The distinction is well expressed
by the German 'Reich* and' Kaistr-

thum,' to which we have unfor-
tunately no terms to correspond.